
eBook Licenses 
 

Read the license to know what you are getting for your money! 
Before you purchase eBooks for your library collection, read the license to see if 
what you are paying is acceptable for what you are getting in return. Do the terms 
and conditions of the “use” you are licensing make economic sense for the 
consideration you are paying? 

A license is one type of contract 
Types of contracts can include sale of goods, sale of services, transfer of intangible 
rights, license to use property, etc. 
 
A license is an agreement by an owner to grant permission to another to use the 
owner’s property, with or without restriction, in exchange for consideration (in the 
case of eBooks, usually money). 

eBook Sales Models 
1. Individual titles not packaged for sale to libraries  
 
2.  Individual titles or collections licensed “in perpetuity” (or with archival rights) 
 
3. Individual titles or collections licensed with restrictions on duration 
 
4. Subscriptions to full‐text databases that include eBooks (no archival rights or 
perpetual access) 
 
5. Subscriptions to eBook collections (no archival rights or perpetual access) 
 
6. ILL payment model 

Contact information 
Ruth Dukelow, MCLS Associate Director 
800‐530‐9019 x 121 
Dukelow@mcls.org 
http://mcls.org 
 
 


