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Goals

1. Define Linked Data 

2. Offer a framework for discussion 

3. Establish practical views of the Web of Data

4. Explore how libraries have come together to 
participate in the Web of Data



Linked Data Is Simply…

1. A Web standard 

2. Data that is

1. Typed 

2. Structured 

3. Connected

3. Vocabulary based

4. Foundational, enabling technology



"Linking Open Data cloud diagram 2017, by Andrejs Abele, John P. McCrae, Paul Buitelaar, Anja Jentzsch and Richard Cyganiak. 
http://lod-cloud.net/” 

http://lod-cloud.net/


Motivation

Supplier Consumer
(Push) (Pull)



Lifecycle Framework

Transform

Find

Use

Measure

Manage

Need



Linked Data and the Library.Link Network  

bring library data to life

• Connect with your communities

– On the Web

– Through Outreach

– Via existing Web & Discovery Environments

• Gain insights from your data





http://www.library.org

Millions of “invisible” resources

http://www.library.org


I’m looking for 
resources and 
research on 
juvenile diabetes I 
can read while 
traveling later this 
week? Let me check on 

some options, but 
first..

Format
Location

Timeframe



What would it take for Libraries to 

be part of the conversation?

Personalization/
Relevance

Geographic Authority

Content

Access Control

Availability



The Web of Data Needs 

Quality, Actionable Content



The Web is better 

when libraries participate

“We need to see them and their content.”



Perspectives from “The Valley”
Libraries play a key role in…

Democracy

Civil Society

Learning & Research

Culture & Heritage



There is a significant gap between what 

machines and humans see on the Web



Human Friendly

Machine Optimized



The simple links of the 

original Web



Are becoming structured linked data

subject – predicate – object 



The Web 
understands
Typed Data



Organization



Person



Place



The Next Generation of Search moves 
beyond “results” to Answers, Geography, 

Personalization, and Relationships

Behaving Differently







Transforming Traditional Library 
Data into Linked Data



Visibility Lifecycle

Transform

Find

Use

Measure

Manage

Need



Library.Link Network Solutions

• Catalog Publishing

– Innovative Linked Data

– SirsiDynix BLUEcloud Visibility

– EBSCO Linked Library Service

• Data Enrichment

– NoveList Select for Linked Data

• Resource Sharing Publishing

– Innovative Linked Data 

(INNReach)

• Archives and Special 

Collections Publishing

– Atlas Web Visibility Service



Transform



http://www.library.org
1000-2000 pages

1,000,000-3,000,000 resources

http://link.library.org

Transform

http://www.library.org
http://link.library.org


Expanding Opportunities for Connections 

and Relationships

• Items

• People

• Concepts

Transform



Transform



Transform







Search Index

Impressions

Harvest

Clicks

Library Website/
Discovery

Impression

Clicks Library

Find

Use





DATA NAVIGATOR AND 

STAFF TOOLS

How can I use my data to:

• Serve my communities

• Teach the Web and reach new communities

Find Use

Need





Need



LIVING DATA

Delivering Current, Connected, Contextual Content

Save Time, Extend Reach

Find Use

Need



Use



LIVING LISTS

Contemporary Context

Save time, reach more, deliver context, guide decisions

Find Use

Need





INSIGHTS, IMPACT & ACTION

Measure Manage



• Data Quality & 
Transformation

• Linking

• Web Traffic

• Data Usage Logs







The Library.Link Network Technical Tools

• Democratizing library data access

• Supporting staff needs 

• Reaching existing & new 
communities

• API-like functionality, with 
no developer required

• Additional Technical APIs

Need



Participation

• Approximately 2000 locations/branches and growing

• Over 1000 unique library system domains connected to the 
Library.Link Network Q1 2017

• State wide, consortia, and National Library engagement and 
adoption

• Early impact indicators:
– Over 20 million times in the last quarter libraries on the network 

were visible in Google and approximately 600,000 times users engaged 
the library content



Partnerships

• Support for all major Local Systems and Discovery 
Environments

• Moving Beyond Catalog Data

• Consistent Library and Branch Information

• Over 100 Library Service Providers engaged in 
discussions about Linked Data and the Library.Link
Network



Weaving the best of libraries and the 

Web together
• Provide a non-destructive, library-centric view

• It’s not about gaming a system

• It’s not about optimizing to any one service

• It’s about libraries speaking together in a way the Web 

understands

• Leveraging the power of our community 



Linked Data and the Library.Link Network  

bring library data to life

• Connect with your communities

– On the Web

– Through Outreach

– Via existing Web & Discovery Environments

• Gain insights from your data
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