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LEGAL RESOURCES 
ON MEL:PART 1
LEGAL REFERENCE METHODS IN BRIEF



WHY IS LEGAL REFERENCE DIFFERENT?

• Authority Hierarchy

• Information can be more important to one court or forum than another.

• Materials cited and arranged differently

• Case opinions, statutes, regulations & forms are each arranged differently and in some instances the 

terminology differs  - “minor” can be “child” or “juvenile.”

• Dates matter

• Details matter

• Litigation and legal processes can be governed by very strict rules. The strict adherence of these rules can 

determine the outcome of the dispute.



REFERENCE INTERVIEW CAN BE DIFFERENT

• Emotions

• Law is scary to many people, and it comes into play at (often) the hardest parts of life – Death, 

Divorce, incidents of violence and difficulty. 

• Complexity & Consequences

• Legal issues can be very complex – but have serious ramifications. 

• Regulated

• Illegal  to practice law without a license

• Advising patrons on correct interpretation or action with regards to laws is practicing law.



RULE OF THUMB

• Do not obtain information for patron – direct patron to resources such as MeL to search, or 

work side by side with patron to use resources to find information. 

• Make sure that the patron verify for themselves that information meets their need. – avoid 

handing information/forms and telling patrons that “this is what you are looking for.”

• Use available guides and information designed for non-lawyers – such what is available via 

MeL.

• If question is very complex, offer Patron contact information for a publicly available Law 

Library such as The Library of Michigan Law Library, Cooley or MSU Law, or Wayne State Law 

or direct them to Legal Aid groups for assistance. 



QUESTIONS?
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Categories of basic forms:

(1)Real Estate

(2)Leases

(3)Corporations

(4)Employment

(5)Wills

(6)Sale of Property

(7)Loans & Financing

(8)Other Business Forms
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https://goo.gl/forms/CSEmOot7waon9eUa2
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