Crown Point Community Library

Population and Population Projections

Introduction

As part of the Library’s strategic planning process, Sara Laughlin & Associates gathered data about demographic trends in the Library’s service area.  Where possible, data are for Center and Winfield Townships; where township data was not available, data are for Lake County as a whole.

Population Changes by Age

Between 2005 and 2030, the overall number of residents aged 0-4, 5-19, 20-24, and 25-44 is not expected to change.  The number of those aged 45-64 will decrease substantially, while those aged 65 and up will show rapid increases (Chart 1).

When the age groups are viewed as percentages of overall population, two age groups (04 and 20-24) show no change and two decline gradually (5-19 and 25-44), while the 45-64 age group shows a steeper decline and those 65 and over increase dramatically (Chart 2).
Population Change: Center and Winfield Townships and Lake County

Between 2000 and 2005, population in the two townships served by the Library, Center and Winfield, grew much faster than that of Lake County as a whole.  While Lake County’s population increased 1.8 percent during that period, Center Township grew 11.1 percent and Winfield Township grew 24.9 percent (Chart 3).
Changes in Population of School-aged Children

The number of elementary aged children increased by an average five percent a year between 2003-04 and 2005-05 and is expected to continue increasing at more than four percent through 2010-11.  The projected percentage of increase in elementary aged children attending Crown Point Schools has outpaced Indiana averages and will continue to exceed them through 2010-11 (Chart 4).

From 2003-04 through 2005-06, the percentage of increase of middle school enrollment in Crown Point Schools averaged 4.9 percent, also higher than state averages.  In 2006-07, both Crown Point and Indiana enrollment showed marginal decreases.  Between 2007-07 and 2010-11, Crown Point’s percentage increases are projected to continue to substantially exceed those of Indiana (Chart 5).

High school enrollment has also grown an average of more than five percent over the last three school years, and, although growth is expected to moderate somewhat, it is expected to continue to outpace the statewide average through 2010-11 (Chart 6).

The percentage of minority students has risen steadily from 1990-91 through the 2006-07 school year and now exceeds 11 percent, but is still just half the 2006-07 state average of 23.2.  In Crown Point Schools, six percent of students are Hispanic, three percent multi-racial, two percent Asian, and one percent African-American.

In 2006-07, 12 percent of students qualified for free lunches and an additional four percent for reduced-price lunches, a measure of the level of poverty among school-aged students.
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[image: image3.emf]Chart 3: Population Change: Lake County, Center and Winfield Townships, 2000-2005
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Percent Change in Elementary School Enrollment 2003-2011
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Percent Change in Middle School Enrollment 2003-2011
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[image: image6.emf]Chart 6: Crown Point and Indiana: Percent Change in 

High School Enrollment 2003-2011
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[image: image7.emf]Chart 7: Minority Students as a Percentage of the Total Enrollment 1990-2007
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� Data from STATS Indiana, available online at www.stats.indiana.edu.


� Data from STATS Indiana.


� Department of Education, available online at http://www.doe.state.in.us/htmls/education.html.
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