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In this webinar we will:

Examine the content Discover ways the
and features of several MelL eResources can
Mel eResources that enhance school

are focused on K-12 outreach

students and educators

Discuss how the MeL
eResources can be
used to satisfy
students’ information
needs
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« Read 200,000+ EBSCO eBooks in a browser

« Search multiple eBook Collections simultaneously

« Save, cite, share, text-to-speech, and search within tools make eBooks versatile for a
variety of abilities

Collection

» Professional eBooks for educators and library workers available in the eBook Academic

Available eBook
Collections:

eBook (full
EBSCO

collection)
eBook
Academic
Collection
eBook Business
Collection
eBook High
School
Collection
eBook K-8
Collection
eBook Public

Library
Collection



https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebscoprofile-ebooks
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebscoprofile-ebooks
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebscoprofile-ebooks
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebscoprofile-ebooks
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e000xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e000xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e000xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e000xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e020mna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e020mna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e020mna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e862xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e862xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e862xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e862xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e860xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e860xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e860xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e860xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e860xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e700xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e700xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e700xna
https://widgets.ebscohost.com/prod/customerspecific/mel/auth.php?database=ebsco-e700xna
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Explore Living
Things with
k Art & Activities
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» Read 12,000+ EBSCO eBooks in a browser

 Fiction and nonfiction books—special focus on juvenile nonfiction

» Popular titles from series like “Big Nate” and “Diary of a Wimpy Kid" are
included in both the K-8 and Public Library Collections

* Hands on STEM and art activity books throughout collections
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eBook High School Collection

DEVELOPING DIGITAL AND MEDIA LITERACY SKILLS

Digital Literacy: (A - B Y \—
What Is It and Why ) @ ‘SR - T A JOTES OF
Does It Matter?. ‘ SR TN CONFIDENCE

A YOUNG PERSON'S GUIDE
TO AMERICAN ELECTIONS -

: | How Physical Activity Helps

Maintain Mental Health

Read 9,000+ EBSCO eBooks in a browser
Includes hi-lo titles from publishers such as Saddleback and Orca
LEXILE is included in each record, if available

How Do Credit Cards
and Loans Work?

Carla Mosowy

~

3 GUIDE TO FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
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eBook Academic Collection

The Development of

 Intentional ~ | Language ™ | Reading
Co-Teaching Comprehension
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' Companion Website Julia A. Salamone s

« Professional reading across a variety of academic topics
 Includes titles to support library staff as they plan programs
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Gale eBooks
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Education (20)

Environment (2)

General Reference (4)

History (3)

Law (3)

Library Science (95)

literature (13)
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Booklist

Leading book discovery

SUMMER 2025
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slip-proof rooms, and smartest nest-egg moves
School
Library
Journal
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BOOK...

+$340,000 CADILLAC CELESTIQ DRIVEN!

* Over 2,300 full-text magazines AuleFlle@

Find your next great audiobook

ML

e Popular titles
* Titles to support library staff knowledge and work
* Read full issues of popular periodicals online FREE
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e 115+ full-text magazines for elementary school students

e Content covers a wide range of high-interest subjects for elementary school
children
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¢ Curricular Connections

-

WHEN IQ\IATU

8 4
Meet thew ldest

weather types:
TORNADOES

Tornadoes are spinning columns of air that stretch
from the clouds to the ground. They form during
powerful thunderstorms and can tear through
fowns in minutes.

HURRICANES & CYCLONES

These huge storm systems form over warm
ocean waters. Called hurricanes in the Atlantic
and cyclones or typhoons elsewhere, they bring
strong winds, storm surges and flooding rains.

BLIZZARDS

Blizzards are snowstorms with fierce winds and
freezing temperatures. Visibility can drop to almost
zero, and everything becomes icy white.

HEATWAVES

When temperatures rise way above average for
several days, it's called a heatwave. These can
lead to droughts, wildfires and health dangers.

FLOODS

When rivers overflow or too much rain falls too
quickly, water spills over into streets, fields and
homes. Flash floods can happen in just minutes.

NACANTIQINNIS

Hold on to your hat! The weather isn‘t
always sunshine and light breezes.
Sometimes, nature turns up the volume
with powerful forces that twist, spin, pour,
freeze and fry! These extreme weather
events are wild, dramatic and sometimes
dangerous - but behind the chaos

is some amazing science.

=3 xireme weather happens
when the atmosphere does

something unexpected, infense
or unusual. It could mean too
much rain, not enough rain,
fierce winds or burning heat.
Scientists who study weather
(called meteorologists) use ™~
clues from the atmosphere

| to predict when these wild
events might happen.

can reach overd00 km/n!,

HOW A TORNADO FORMS

COLD,
DRY AIR
/THUNDERSTORM

The highest

femperature ever

recorded on Earth was
56.7°C in Death Valley, USA!

A hurricane can be

over 1000 km wide -
that’ like a whole country
wrapped in a storm!

Meteorologists use satellites, radar and
weather balloons to collect data from the sky.
They watch how winds, temperatures and
clouds change. Computer models help them

predict where wild weather
might strike - and give

wamings to keep
people safe.
* Stay informed! Watch weather
reports or use an app.
* Have a plan: Know what to
do if there’s a warning for
floods, fires or storms.
* Stay inside during lightning
storms or heatwaves.

S drainage or long dry'spells where
ground can't soak up water fast enough.
L A

AL

Publications include
articles that reinforce
curriculum standards
Use eResources to
extend content beyond

provided texts
Discover reliable
sources for student
research
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SPEEDY SOLVING:
1. 180 + 2 =90 km/h

2. 5x10=50km
3.120 - 100 = 20 km
ahead

4.240:60=4
4 x 15 = 60 litres

Use fun monthly

calendar to:

* Plan programs

* Create book
displays that
highlight special
days

* Design challenges
that highlight
important dates
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170+ full-text magazines for middle school students

* Includes 400 nonfiction and reference eBooks
e Content covers a wide range of high-interest subjects for middle grade children
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¢ Curricular Connections

Discover activities

wesco sounbdD VIBRaATIONS o o] g

BY GABRIELLE MIDDLETON

L]
Music moves us as we sway to a beat. However, sound itself ® LI b ra ry p ro g ra m S

sroduces vibrations that can physically move our eardrums
' ’ it : NOW TRY THIS!

and, at high inlcnsit}', will even shake our bones! Sound creates

vibrations that can shatter glass and move everything from grains H O m e S C h O O I
of sand on a speaker to pipe cleaners on a surface. Test sound and Speaker

motion by conducting these 2 simple and effective experiments. Plastic wrap
N 1-2 thsp sand or sugar
ol Hangouts
TO WATCH

1. Carefully wrap plastic wrap around the flat top of the speaker. Ensure it's tight-
ly secured, and note that this works best with a speaker that has a flat surface.
2. Lightly sprinkle a small amount of sand or sugar on top of the plastic wrap.
MATERIALS 3. Play a song with strong bass, turn up the volume, and watch the sand dance to E d u C a t O r O u t re a C h
Metal bow! the rhythm of the beat!

Plastic wrap
Pipe cleaners (1-3)

METHOD

1. Tightly cover the top of the metal bowl with plastic wrap, making sure it's
sealed securely and stretched smooth across the surface.

2. Cut each pipe cleaner in half, then twist the pieces into fun spiral shapes. Gen-
tly place them on top of the plastic wrap.

3. Now for the fun part! Stand to the side of the bowl and sing into the rim using
your loudest or highest-pitched opera voice - just be careful not to let your lips
touch the bowl. The sound vibrations will travel through the plastic wrap and AT cerTaIn FReQuUeNcIes, LOUD SOUNDS can
cause the pipe cleaners to wiggle and dance!

Passive
programming

HURT OUR @3RS, RATTLE WINDOWS anp even
coLLapse a BriDGe. However, sounps THaT are
WHY DOES THIS HAPPEN? PLEasING TO OUR EaRDRUMS Can RELAX, SOOTHe
When you shout into the bowl, your voice creates sound waves that aNXIETY anD BOOST MOODS. SOUNDS SUCH as
cause the plastic wrap to vibrate. These vibrations are transferred to BIRDSONG, 3 CAT's PURR, GENTLE RAIN OR A SOFT
the pipe cleaners, making them move. The pipe cleaners respond to BReeze In TReES, Can BENEFIT MENTAL HeaLTH.
the vibrations, wiggling or shifting as a result. WHaT sounp IS mOST PLEasING To You?

38 brainspacemagazine.com FOLLOW US FOR MORE CONTESTS * EXPERIMENTS * CRAFTS * FUN @eb: cekid ine B iBrainspac i JUNE/JULY 2025 39
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Will gfforts to sustain the

Cover: Holly Walker

Features: Working Potters

Tech: Deconstructing Glaze

Clay Culture: Talking Clay with Simon Levin

e 550+ full-text magazines for teens and young adults
* Includes nonfiction and reference eBooks and 55,000 full-text primary source documents
* Designed for high school libraries, offering a wide range of content
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@ Curricular Connections

TECHNO FILE

deconstructing a glaze

by Jeff Zamek

Knowing how a glaze turns out after a firing isn't enough for some potters. They need to dig through the why
and the how of a glaze. By doing so, a foundation of knowledge can be applied to glazes fired at other
temperature ranges and in different kiln atmospheres.

Defining the Terms
Alkaline or Alkali: A dassification
of glazes which are glossy in
surface texture offering bright color
responses. Alkaline-based glazes
can craze due to their high rates of
expansion and contraction.

Batch Weight: Glaze materials that
add up to 100% Gums, suspension
agents, dyes, opacifiers, metallic
coloring oxides, and stains are listed
after the 100% batch weight. A
method used in some instances to
compare one glaze with another.

Coefficient of Expansion: The
change in length or volume in
clay body or glaze due to
temperature change

Eutectics: A mixture of two or more
materials causing a melting paint
lower than the mekting points of the
individual raw materials.

Refractory: A material that can
withstand high temperatures.

Unity Formula, Unity Molecular
Formula (UMF), or Seger Formula:
The formula represents glaze
materials in molecules (Mals, units
of measurement). In three columns,
oxides are listed as fluxes, stabilizers,
and glass formers. This system of
dlassification allows one glaze to be
compared to athers

Vitrification: Occurs when fluxes in
a clay body or glaze start the glass
farmation pracess

june/julyfaugust 2025 whwwceramicsmanthly.org

The Building Blocks

What'sin a glaze is a commaon question we have all considered. When mixing your
own glazes or using pre-mixed commercial glazes at some peint have you ever
wondered what functions specific raw materials serve in a glaze formula, or what
amounts of them will be required to achieve a precise outcome? Finding answers
to these questions will offer insights into a greater understanding of raw materials
when developing your own glazes or trying to correct glaze defects. Deconstructing
a glaze will examine the basis for its composition with regard to the individual raw
materials’ characteristics and their limits based on batch weight guidelines,

One definition among many states glazes are composed of silica which is the primary
glass former in pottery glazes. In fact, if a glaze could be fermulated just from silica it
would bestable in rapid temperature changes, and produce a hard, abrasion-resistant
surface, all characteristics potters are currently trying to achieve. However, silica will
nat go into a melt until 3092°F (1700°C) a much higher temperature than potters
can reach in their kilns. The refractory nature of silica requires other oxides to bring
itinto a melt, forming a eutectic and lowering its maturing point. Additionally, using
a100% silica glaze on a clay body will require a compatible coefficient of expansion
on the clay body for an adequate glaze fit (both the clay bady and glaze shrinking
upon cooling in an acceptable range). Due to silica’s unique ability to withstand high
temperatures, a form of it was used in the space shuttle tiles

Some of the mast frequently used oxides in glazes are boric oxide, sodium oxide,
potassium oxide, lead oxide (no longer used as it is toxic), tin oxide, titanium oxide,
zinc oxide, barium oxide, calcium oxide, magnesium oxide, and zirconium oxide. Qne
or more of these oxides can be combined with silica to form a useable glaze that
can mature within pottery kiln temperature ranges. Additions of alumina, often in
the form of clay which is a refractory material, will stiffen the glaze when malten
helping it to remain in place on vertical surfaces and not poal in horizontal areas.
The oxides and their carbonate forms can be found individually in raw materials such
as zinc oxide (Zn0) or in combinations as found in dolomite calcium and magnesium
(Ca0 and Mg0). The combination and amounts of each oxide will determine the
temperature range, opacity, surface texture, color development, andlight transmission
in the glaze. Simply stated, a glaze is composed of silica fluxed with other oxides
and stiffened with alumina to form a covering glass over a clay body.'

Anather factor influencing glaze development is the kiln atmesphere whether itis
fired in an oxidation atmosphere (mare air than fuel present at combustion), neutral
(equal amounts of air and fuel), or reduction (excess fuel than air). In reduction kiln
atmospheres, carbon menoxide (oxygen-hungry gas) develops removing oxygen
from metallic oxides such as copper and causes its transformation to a red color
in glazes. Reduction kiln atmospheres alse flux or melt metallic oxides such as iron
and manganese causing increased degrees of vitrification as opposed to oxidation
atmospheres even when fired 1o the same temperatures,

A potter looking at a ceramics supplier's catalog of raw
materials at first would be overwhelmed by the different clays,
feldspars, metallic coloring oxides, and other raw materials
The average list of materials can exceed 120 iterns. This vast
array of malerials presents teo many options from which to
formulate a glaze. However, this universe can be substantially
condensed by knowing that eighty percent of glazes will only
require between one and twelve raw materials. Some glazes
might need only flint, clay, and feldspar to function while
others could require eight or more raw materials. By under-
standing just a dozen materials a workable knowledge of how
to construct a glaze becomes possible. Other materials can be
added as you become familiar with these twelve

A central guestion when loaking at any glaze is its raw
matenal content. What are the characteristics of each raw
material and how do they influence the fired glaze? Keep in
mind raw materials do not act independently but can form
eutectic combinations. Raw material combinations can also
alter a glazes' surface texture, light transmission, color, and
maturing tempeatature.

Functions of Raw Materials in a Glaze

Each raw material used in a glaze contains one or more
oxides or their carbonate forms. Some raw materials contain
multiple oxides such as Minspar 200 feldspar having sodium,
potassium, alumina, and silica components. When possible
it is always best 10 choose raw materials that have multiple
oxide components as long as they fulfill the requirements of
the glaze formula as their oxides areintegrated more efficiently
in nature as compared Lo using only single oxides. However,
in some instances, a single oxide is needed to complete the
glaze formula. Potters have many raw material choices to
fulfill a glaze farmula. Additionally, the same glaze can be
constructed using a different set of raw materials as long as
the oxide requirements are metin the farmula. Let's take apart
a glaze and see haw each material functions.

Minspar 200 — Na,0 K,0 Si0, ALO, The major fluxin
this glaze is feldspar. This sodium-based feldspar (the predom-
inate oxide is sodium with lesser amounts of potassium, both
are strong alkalis) also contains silica and alumina. Feldspars
are an efficient way 1o introduce alkali oxides intc a glaze in
relatively insoluble forms. At cone 9(2300°F/1260°C) Minspar
200 contains all of the above oxides in near-ideal ratios to
form a glaze almost by itself. Minspar 200, aside from being
a strong flux at this temperature, also brings other glaze
materials into an active melt

Silica—Si0, Silicawill not melt by itself at the temperatures
reached in potter's kilns; however, combining it with other
glaze materials lowers its melting point. For most glazes,
325-mesh silica is used. However, finer 400-mesh or coarser
200-mesh sizes are available from most ceramics suppliers. As
a general rule, the finer the mesh the more complete the melt
as additional surface area is exposed in the healing process.

Wollastonite — CaQ Si0, This cormmon glaze material
contains calciurmn and silica and is an ideal way to incorporate
both materials into a glaze formula. In many glazes, wol-
lastonite can be used in place of whiting (calcium carbonate)
as it does not release carbon dioxide when gaing into a melt
The release of this gas can cause bubbles in the fired glaze
Either the glaze can be recalculated for the addition of silica
contained in wollastonite or, in some instances, the extrasilica
will not significantly change the glaze

EPK — AlLO, 25i0, 2H,0 EPK is one of many kaolins
which are a group of primary clays farmed on site. They are
relatively non-plastic and white firing. Both its silica and alu-
mina content are refractory stiffening the molten glaze and
keeping it on wertical surfaces. An addition of any type of
clay in the glaze helps to suspend the liquid glaze in storage

Gerstley Borate — Na,0 2Ca0 5B,0, 16H,0 2Ca0
3B,0, 5H,0 Na,0 2Ca0 5B,0, 10H,0 Gerstley borate is
apopular glaze material with a complex chemical composition
of ulexite, colemanite, and probertite. Gerstley borate is an

DARK BLUE GLOSS GLAZE BATCH WEIGHT
Cone 6 Reduction LimaiTs*
Gerstley Borate .. .............. 16% Oto 20%
Minspar 200 42 40 to 70%
wollastenite. ... B Oto 10%
EPK Kaglin . [EETR 12 210 12%
Silica 325 Mesh 18 51025%
Zine Oxide . .4 Ota 10%
T00%
Add:
Cobalt Carbonate .............. 7%

This I5 a glossy, opaque glaze when fired to cone &
{2232°F [1222°C) In a reduction atmasphere.

veww ceramicsmonthly.org  juneduly/august 2025

unrefined, hygroscopic (can take on water in the atmosphere
in storage), soluble ore with a chemical history that can vary,
While these are characteristics that do not lead to reliability,
Gerstley borate is found in many past and current glaze for-
mulas bringing other glaze materials into a melt.* Gerstley
borate is soluble and can leach into the water system of a
glaze altering the actual glaze formula. Seluble materials in
Gerstley borate can also migrate to the outer surfaces of the
pottery during glaze application causing blisters and rough
areas in the fired glaze. However, Gerstley borate can pro-
mate a variegated glaze surface which is one reason for its
use in glazes. Gerstley borate is no longer being mined but
still remains in potters’ raw material bins. Before formulating
any glaze make sure all materials are still currently available.

ZincOxide — ZnO While not a strang fluxinsmall amounts
it reacts with other glaze materials causing fusion. Zinc cxide
also helps prevent crazing (a fine network of lines in the fired
glaze dueto glaze tension upon cooling) and has an intensifying
effect on cobalt blue colors. Zine oxide contributes durability
and hardness, and promotes a craze-resistant glaze.

Cobalt Carbonate — CoCO, Cobalt carbonate and the
mare concentrated larger particle size, cobalt oxide is one
of the strongest metallic caloring agents in either its oxide
or carbonate form. One part of cobalt in 100,000 parts of
white glaze will have a tinting effect. Cobalt can be a strong
flux in glazes and dissolves efficiently in high alkaline and
boron-based glazes.*

Batch Weight Limits

The batch weight limit formulas are, in part, based on the
unity molecular formulas, which detail the specific parts of
moalecules of the oxides in the glaze. The unity molecular
formula is often referred to as the Skeleton Formula as many
glazes are based on this calculation and are then turned into
batch weight formulas ready for use.

ceramics
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Stay connected to the world of
ceramics in the studio and beyond!
* Expert Technigues
= Studio Visits
* Artist Profiles and Interviews
Recipes in Every Issue
Helpful Studic Tips
Inspiring Images
Science for Potters

Based in part an the unity formula batch weight limits far
each glaze, materials can be determined. There are no precise
cut-off peints to the minimum and maximum amounts of
materials. In most instances, when a minimum or maximum
limit has been reached, as in silica 5% to 25%, the glaze will
not be noticeably different—even if 4% or 26% of silica, or
possibly greater percentages, is used

100% Batch Glaze

The individual glaze materials when added should total 100%
in the glaze batch. Gums, suspension agents, dyes, opacifiers,
metallic coloring oxides, and stains are listed after the 100%
batch weight.*

the author Jeff Zamek started his career 57 years ago.
He obtained BFAIMFA degrees in ceramics from Alfred
University, College of Ceramics, New York. In 1880, he
started Ceramics Consulting Services, a ceramics-consulting
firm developing clay body and glaze formulas for ceram-
ics supply companies throughout the US. His books, The
Potter's Studio Clay & Glaze Handbook, What Every Potter
Should Know, Safetyin the Ceramics Studio, and The Potters
Health & Safety Questionnaire are available from Jeff Zamek/!
Ceramics Consulting Services. For technical information, visit
v.jeffzam
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When I was an undergraduate student at SUNY New Paltz, in New Paltz,
New York, I remember my former professor having a tool that looked eerily
like an old credit card. I saw them using it to add texture to the surface of
a ceramic pot, and I asked them about it. They told me they made these
homemade tools to fill a niche that they couldnt find in a commercially
made tool. I quickly decided to take an old, hard-plastic card lying around
and make my own. I've made many of these tools over the years for handles,
textures, and refining the rims of bowls, and I think that it’s a quick way to
modify and adjust a form that you couldn’t do as easily with another tool.
‘The custom rib I find myself using most often is one that I made to refine

the rims of bowls. Sometimes I cover my work in plastic, and the plastic will
tug on the work and make the rims a little wonky. Instead of scrapping the
whole piece, I use this tool to refine the rim to match the other sides of the
vessel. I often create these out of old credit cards, or any other thick plastic

card, like a student ID or a transit card. To make them, I mark the shape in
Sharpie that I want to remove (1), cut out that area with scissors (2), and

then refine and smooth the cut edge with 120-grit sandpaper. Usually, Iwill 1 syggested tools: per Eimarket SCSSors, ta, paintbrush

wrap the sandpaper around the end of a paintbrush to help me round out ~ handle, hard-plastic card, and 120-grit sandpaper. 2 Cover the
card in tape, mark your rounded profiles, and cut with scissors.

the cut space evenly (3). To use the rib, drag it over the rim of a pieceand 575, & adcies o remove sy roub spots. & Use 1 rehne sy
notice how the clay takes the shape of the cut profile (4). rims or feet to fit the profile cut into the card.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE

MORNING

7:00 Wake up take Dominic, my dog, out, let out the
chickens, and feed all the animals.

8:00 Drink coffee, tidy up the house, watch the news,
and make an Instagram post.

9:00 Walk with Dominic through the woods and
prairie, sometimes with my pottery cohort Connee
Mayeron, who lives next door.

10:00 Begin studio time, tasks vary depending on
what | am working on. Sometimes wheel throwing,
sometimes handbuilding, and sometimes glazing.

AFTERNOON

1:00 Go inside for lunch, check on the garden, and
walk Dominic.

2:00 Studio afternoons begin with more forming of
pieces or glazing, or sometimes photographing work.
5:00 Finish up studio work, take Dominic out, collect

eggs from the chickens, and pick vegetables for dinner.

EVENING

6:00 Make a cocktail and cook dinner.

7:00 Have dinner with my husband and housemate.
8:00 Watch TV with my husband.

10:00 Take Dominic out before bed, take a hot bath,
and go to sleep.

CAREER SNAPSHOT

YEARS AS A PROFESSIONAL POTTER
24

NUMBER OF POTS MADE IN A YEAR
500-1000

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts/English Literature,

University of Michigan

One-year apprenticeship in studio ceramics with UK
potter Rupert Spira

THE TIME IT TAKES (PERCENTAGES)
Making work: 60%

Promotion/selling: 25%
Office/bookkeeping: 15%

FAVORITE TOOL
Sherrill Mudtools blue rib

PROCESS

| love combining throwing and handbuilding: throwing
and handbuilding components and then assembling
them into a thrown and altered form.

WHERE IT GOES

Retail Stores: 5%

Galleries: 40%

Craft/Art Fairs: 30%

Studio/Home Sales: 10%

Online: 5%

Other/Commissions/Interior Designers: 10%

WHERE TO SEE MORE

Lucy Lacoste Gallery; www.lucylacoste.com

Studio Tashtego; studiotashtego.com

The Nineteen Twenty-Two;
www.thenineteentwentytwo.com

Dobrinka Salzman Gallery; www.dobrinkasalzman.com

LEARN MORE
www.anikasten.com
Instagram: @anidagmar
Facebook: @ani kasten

june/july/august 2025

wwww.ceramicsmonthly.org

Growing up in a family with two artisan parcnts, my
sister and | were raised without television and were
encouraged to pursue creative activities starting at a
young age. | was brought up with a strong ethos in
our daily lives enriched by objects made by hand
My father made textiles and our home was filled
with handmade rugs, drapery fabric, and upholstery
fabric. My mother grew our food and was a masterful
gardener and cook. They both collected and valued
art. Throughout my schooling, I became interested
in writing and wanted to pursuc a liberal arts degree
in college, always with my desire to work in visual
arts on the back burncr. I fecl to this day that my
time studying litcracure and writing is very uscful to
me in the life | have made working in clay—being
able to communicate and write proficiently has many
important applications for a working potter, from
crafting artist statements to applying for grants to
writing articles, | use my English degree almost daily.

A Clay Introduction
Afer college, 1 began an apprenticeship in studio
ceramics with a potter in the UK named Rupere
Spira. My love of working with clay came about ran-
domly and as a bit of a surprise. The apprenticeship
was very traditional and located on a old sheep farm
in the countryside of the West Midlands, near the
Welsh border. My days began at 8 in the morning
and included three hours with which to practice
whecl-throwing, and working on my own picces.
The rest of the day was packed with studio tasks like
pugging clay, mixing glazes, testing glazes with linc
and triaxial blends, firing the reduction gas kilns,
weighing out clay balls, and stoking the wood stove
in my teacher's studio, as well as packing his work
for shipping. As soon as I began the apprenticeship,
Tknew clay was going to be my choscn path for the
rest of my life

The apprenticeship was a hit-the-ground-running
crash course on making a living as a professional pot-
ter. Every day we worked from 85, and I learned all
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Content Updated Quarterly

New and Updated Resources

August's quarterly content release contained 149 new and updated resources. You do not need to do anything to take advantage of these newly added resources. As part of your EBSCOlearning subscription, all new content will automatically appear.
New

« Guided GRE® Course including 59 Microlessons
» 27 AWS Center Training Courses
» 12 Flashcard Decks of English-Spanish medical terms
» 10 Digital ACT® Practice Tests

» English Practice Tests 3 & 4

« Math Practice Tests 3 & 4

* Reading Practice Tests 3 & 4

» Science Practice Tests 3 & 4

« Writing Practice Tests 3 & 4
= 4 ACT® Microlessons
= 8§ SATE@ Guided Course Module Posttests

= 6Al Microlessons New Guided GRE® Course with Microlessons
» 4 ServSafe® Practice Tests
« ServSafe® Allergens Practice Exams 1 & 2 EBSCOlearning has added a new guided GRE® course with 59 microlessons designed to help learners master key areas of the exam.
+ Spanish-language ServSafe® Allergens Practice Exams 1 & 2
» OAT® Practice Exam 2 Math Strategy and Review topics include:
Updated »  Arithmetic
+ Exponents
» 9 DSST® Practice Tests = Linear Equations
» Business Mathematics Practice Test 1,2 & 3 » Number Theory
+ Computing and Information Technology Practice Test 1,2 & 3 » Probability
« Management Information Systems Practice Test1,2 & 3 » Ratios and Proportions
» 2DSST® Videos
+ DSST® Business Mathematics Test Prep: Introduction Verbal Strategy topics include:

» Computing and Information Technology: Introduction
» 5 AP® Practice Tests
» Algebra-Based Practice Exam 1 & 2
» Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism Practice Exam
« Chemistry Practice Exam 1 & 2
» Physical Therapist Assistant Practice Exam 2
» Scholarship Finder

» Critical Reasoning Questions

» |dentifying the Tone and Attitude of a Passage
» Inference Questions

» Reading Passages

» Sentence Equivalence Questions

= Vocabulary in Context Questions
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Join us in the
Community Room to
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Mel Educator Page

EDUCATORS Bring MeL resources into the classroom.

We have a new focus and a redesigned Mel for educators. Our goal is to help you help your students.

B Curriculum Resources - All

All resources for K- 5

Al resources for 6 - 8 i Meet Your Curriculum Resources
All resources for 9 - 12 3
S Find eResources based on age and topic area. Each
W Designing Your Website resource page has code to embed these links on your own

eResource Web Buttons site, logos, classroom tips, and promotional materials.

Search Boxes
Geo-IP URLs ¥ Curriculum Resources

® Help and Training

u Mel Minute

B Promoting the eResources
Downloadable Promotional Materials

Logo and Usage Guidelines

Promotional Materials Order Form » )% Evaluati ng Resources

mErofessional FeamlngResoninees § ! - Easy, quick-reference handouts for locating and evaluating

resources available through Mel resources.

B Subscribe to the K-12 Educator List

Flyers for Evaluating eResources

K-12 schools can request free training
for staff members

Mel eResources organized by curricular area and grade level bands
Access to free SCECH courses from EduPaths (Help and Training)

Links for help and support
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https://mel.org/educators

NovelList makes it
easy to find books
that are right for you.

Everyone has their own criteria for what makes a book great. That's why its important to
get consider y o moods,
powered by real people who love books.

Here's how to get started:

P it mb i, ke e o phc
or compute roesymnyw anytime

° ° P ebbl e il ; :75 T‘;}j ks u:l:f .m::".f’:m ﬁf:;;’;::"‘r‘“
« EBSCO Promotional Materials Go
» Britannica School Promotional Materials | 2w

 World Book Promotional Materials
. . GetAcc?ssto
 PebbleGo Promotional Materials e

FE—
LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO e - .
o], Abgned
—— ——
[ Lorerter

. Brltanmca
School

LEARN AT HOME? VISIT

WWW.WORLDBOOKONLINE.COM

www.pebblego.com

capstone

From educational

games, to reliable

resources - we have

you covered!

= WORLD BOOK



https://www.ebsco.com/promotional-materials
https://www.ebsco.com/promotional-materials
https://elearn.eb.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Britannica-School-Promo-Kit.pdf
https://elearn.eb.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Britannica-School-Promo-Kit.pdf
https://www.worldbookonline.com/training/free-resources/free-resources-index.htm
https://www.worldbookonline.com/training/free-resources/free-resources-index.htm
https://www.pebblego.com/resources/educator-inspiration
https://www.pebblego.com/resources/educator-inspiration
https://www.pebblego.com/resources/educator-inspiration

Follow Mel on Facebook

@Mel.org: Michigan elLibrar

Michigan elLibrary

Supporting Michigan Libraries

.
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s Michigan gov
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Whole Dog Journal in bit.ly/MasterFILE-Complete from MeL.org reminds us of
bit.ly/Common_Dog_Poisons and what actions we need to take if our furry friends mistakenly
ingest them. #IMLS




This project was made possible in part by the Institute of

Museum and Library Services through the Library of Michigan.
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Thank you

for your time

M MIDWEST
COLLABORATIVE
for LIBRARY
SERVICES

Want to know more? Check out MeL.org

Need eResource help?
melerhelp@mcls.org

1-517-939-1384
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