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HeritageQuest Online

Very Brief Overview with MCLS



HeritageQuest Online (powered by Ancestry)



 Birth, Marriage, & Death Records
 Census Records
 Family History Books and City Directories
 Cemetery Indexes
 Military Records
 Immigration and Naturalization Records
 Social Security Death Index (SSDI)
 U.S. Public Records
 Periodical Source Index Archive (PERSI)
 Freedman’s Bank Records
 U.S. Serial Set Memorials, Petitions and Private 

Relief Actions
 Map and Photo Collection

Collections in Heritage Quest Online (HQO)



 Getting Started
 Census
 Beyond the Basics

Research Aids



Many county boundaries and even their names changed 
once or twice during their lifetime. Use the interactive 
census map to look at the changes over time by decade. 

County Boundaries



Books (family history and general history)
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Cemetery Indexes
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U.S., Canada, U.K. and Ireland, Australia and 

New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Mexico, 

Germany, Italy, Brazil and Global Burials at Sea. 



Revolutionary War Records
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Freedman’s Bank Records
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 Personal data on over 
105,000 depositor 
accounts 

 Names for over 489,000 
individuals

 Covers 1865-1874

 Original images



Periodical Source Index (PERSI) Archive
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Largest index of its type:

 Highly respected index from the Allen County 
Library (IN)

 Over 2.5 million records from over 6,500 genealogy 
and local history periodicals

 Archival records up to and including 2010

 Covers the U.S., Canada, and abroad from 1800 to 
2009

Search by people, place, how-to, and title browse



U.S. Serial Set
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Unique materials published in 
“serial” from the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives

 Over 144,000 Private Relief 
Actions, Memorials, and 
Petitions – selected

 Covers 1789-1969



Slave Schedules



Library of Congress Photo Collection



Helpful Resources & Tips

 http://proquest.libguides.com/heritagequestonline

 Search tips and explanations in HQO 

Tip of the day

Use truncation characters * or &

 Be aware of interface (records vs. categories)

 Start broad vs. specific

 Receiving records at home (HQO vs. ALE)

 Connect the dots, make notes, use forms

 Pay attention to dates of coverage

http://proquest.libguides.com/heritagequestonline
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MeL – Michigana sources for family 

history research
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MeL - Michigana
Visit mel.org

Michigana – What is it?



Michigana covers many topics!



Michigana
• Main page

• Categories
• Various topics

• Topics have multiple websites

• Share and Like buttons 

• Let’s explore a few



Newspapers
Best research materials ever!





Pioneering the Upper Midwest
17th – early 20th centuries

Local histories, pamphlets  
and more

Searchable



Oakland County Historical Resources



Maxwell K. Pribil Digital History Collection



Michigan County Histories and Atlases



Thank you!

Matt Pacer, Reference Librarian (donation coordinator, MeL-Michigana selector, Michigan 
Collection Assistant,  Martha Griffiths Rare Bookroom co-coordinator), pacerm@Michigan.gov

Library of Michigan Reference: libarian@Michigan.gov; 517-373-1300
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